Given											                                      US History
Final Project                                                                                                                                                                               Spring’ 14                                       

US History Final – 1970s to 2014

People and events that changed America

Assignment: pick a topic in US history, from the presidency of Richard Nixon (no Vietnam War) through today.  Your goal is to present to your classmates an informative and entertaining presentation that teaches your peers what your topic is, what your topic connects to and why your topic is significant.  You are encouraged to use a variety of forms of media to create your presentations so that you present the content in the most informative and entertaining ways possible.  You may can use powerpoint, prezi or website in your presentation, though you must have something more than a simple lecture.  As an alternative to a presentation on a specific topic, you may do the Rock & Roll project.  You will still be graded on the information in your presentation and the quality (creative & engaging) of you presentation.

Short version: Teach the class about a topic of your choice.  Your presentation should explain what the topic is and why it is important.  Your presentation must be entertaining & well prepared.

Groups: Only with teacher permission.  

Important Dates: 

Thursday 5/15– get topic approved

Thursday 5/22 – class time to research: At the end of that block: 

· THREE reputable sources cited on a GOOGLE DOC
· Shared with me, as editor
· Hand in hard copy
______ /5pts (classwork)

· Classwork/Homework: take notes on your sources on your GOOGLE DOC
______/5 pts (HW)

HINTS:
· Make sure presentation will be ready to go
· Make sure tech is available/accessible
· What can you add?
· Lyrics/script for us to follow along? (photocopies, word doc, ppt?)
· Powerpoint slide show with pictures in the background?
· Props or costumes?
· Complete final works cited
· At least three reputable (books, databases, educational) sources
· MLA format
· Easybib is only your friend IF you use it properly

Presentations begin: Monday 6/9 
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Grading Requirements for Creative Presentations
_______/50 Content: 
___1) Who/What 
a) explains what your topic is (essentially the encyclopedia version)
b) includes specific facts, quotes & evidence
___2) Connections 	
a) explains why your topic is relevant/what else it relates to
b) connects to relevant events & topics that happened before
c) connects to relevant events & topics that happened after
___3) Significance 	
a) explains why your topic is significant
b) explain why people should care
c) explains what the lasting impacts of the topic are
___4) Works Cited
a) in MLA format
i) PRINTED & HANDED IN with your presentation
b) with in-text cites, where appropriate
___5) Timing
a) Is ready to go when called, without technical difficulties 
b) Does no take less than 10 minutes (15 minutes for groups)
c) Does not take more than 15 minutes (20 minutes for groups)

______/40 Presentation Quality
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___1) Entertaining
a) Is the audience engaged?  
b) Are they paying attention?
___2) Creative
a) Did you make anything original?
b) Did it add to the lesson?
___3) Audio/Visual
a) Adds to the lesson
b) Seamlessly integrated into the presentation
c) Explained and analyzed
___4) Enthusiasm
a) Pick a topic you care about (or fake it)
___5) Knowledgeable
a) You are the teacher
___6) Preparation
a) Don’t read off the slides or a script
b) Know what you want to say
c) Nervous?  Practice more
___7) Voice
a) Clear & Confident
___8) Presence
a) Move around & engage your audience
___9) Formatting
a) Easy to see
b) Highlights KEY POINTS

______/10 Audience (when you are not presenting)

___1) Attention
a) Paying attention to the presenter
b) Avoiding distractions such as phones 
___2) Participation
a) Polite & respectful, ask good questions and/or make comments that contribute to the discussion. 

Late presentations will lose 5 points per day late.  Students may be randomly selected to present.

Final Grade: ___________ /100



Some ideas for final research presentations:
· Nixon/Watergate
· Oil crises
· Jonestown
· Stagflation
· Iranian Hostage Crises
· Iran-Contra Affair
· Star Wars defense
· US decision to arm the Afghani Mujahideen 1979-1989
· US involvement in Iran-Iraq War
· US invasion of Grenada
· US invasion of Panama/capture of Manuel Noriega
· 1st Gulf War
· Bosnia/Yugoslavia
· Black Hawk Down/Somalia
· Hunt for OBL – Clinton/Bush/Obama
· World Trade Center Bombings – 1993/2001
· Oklahoma City Bombings
· Ted Kazynski – the Unabomber
· Columbine killings
· Rise of the Internet
· AIDS
· “Just Say No”
· Plan Colombia
· US/Mexico Drug War
· Health Care: Clinton/Obama
· Medicaid
· Medicare
· Social Security
· Bush Tax cuts
· Budget: deficits/surplus Reagan-Obama
· Prison Privatization
· Incarceration vs. Rehabilitation
· Immigration
· Reproductive rights
· Religion in America
· Globalization: NAFTA
· Trade Deficit: China
· Oil/natural gas drilling
· Clinton impeachment
· Invasion of Afghanistan
· US ignores Afgh/Taliban: 1991-2001
· Invasion of Iraq
· Capture of Saddam
· Surge
· Drawdown/aftermath
· Nixon
· Ford
· Carter
· Reagan
· Bush
· Clinton
· Bush
· Obama
· 2000 Election (Bush v. Gore)
· Environmental Policy
· Gun Laws
· Handling of hurricane Katrina
· Military spending
· Military & Gay rights
· Military & women & sexual abuse
· Topic of your choice with/teacher approval
