
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
 ~ Nelson Mandela 

Course Description: 
Students who take this semester long course will examine current international, national and local 
issues through discussion, formal debates, individual and collaborative projects and research and 
writing.  Topics may include politics, race relations, energy issues, advancements in technology, 
natural resources, and global and regional conflicts. Newspapers, news magazines, news 
segments and documentaries , along with online news services will provide the basis for study.

Each student is expected to choose a topic that will be presented. One student presentation will 
be scheduled each week.  Students will present at least once during the semester. 

Texts and Media : By nature of the course, materials are gathered from a variety of sources and 
will be made available online whenever possible.  In addition, students will be required to post/
share their sources so that the class has a common reference.  Assignments, updates, readings 
and other resources will be shared through Google Classroom.  Students enrolled in 
Contemporary Issues should expect an average of 3 hours of homework per week.  

Contemporary Issues 
2015-2016 



Schedule: 
• Period 1: Prep 
• Period 2: 11th Grade US  

Period 3: 11th Grade US 
• Period 4: Prep 
• Period 5: 11th Grade US 
• Period 6: Contemporary Issues 
• Period 7: 11th Grade US 

The Essential Ms. Given 
Everything you need to know to survive the year.  

jennifer.given@sau41.org 

Room 273  

603-465-2269 ext. 273 

web: mrsgiven1516.yolasite.com 

Grades:  

• Classwork/Participation: 25% 

• Quizzes: 25% 

• OP Eds/Current Events: 25%  

• Presentation/Discussions: 25% 

How we will 
work:  
• Google Classroom will be a critical 

component of  this course.  All 
assignments, rubrics, resources, online 
discussions and events will be shared 
through this platform.  Students are 
required to create an account.  In 
addition, all students must have a gmail 
account with their first and last name in 
the address.  

• Turnitin.com will be used to submit 
student work.  

• Reminders and alerts will be sent using 
remind.com  

• Last but not least, students and parents 
will be able to access grades through 
PowerSchool.  

• Media: a complete list of  anticipated 
media is posted online and will be 
updated through Google Classroom.   
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